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Franklin TotnesTrail

The Franklin Totnes Trail is a circular walk around Totnes which
has come to life as part of a legacy bequest from a member of

the Totnes Ramblers, Mr Edward Franklin.



Your Walk begins on The Plains, opposite the Seven
Stars Hotel (near bus stops and mini roundabout).
Numerous refreshments and toilet facilities available

Head south along The Plains passing the Wills 
Monument towards the Steam Packet Inn, turning
left onto the footpath alongside the Dart.

Pass to the right of the Steam Packet Inn. 
Immediately turn right up a narrow road, later
signed as Moat Hill.

Continue up Moat Hill, turning right into Maudlin
Road and left onto the Fishchowter’s Lane. Ferns
are of historic interest along this lane. Looking to
the right you see the chimney of the old tannery.

At the T-junction on the bridleway turn left, 
heading uphill.
Good views across Totnes

Turn right at the T-junction with a byway, then right
at the end of the byway along the minor road
(Bowden Lane). Turn half right to join the A381 and
pass the old Toll House on the right.

Continue downhill past Cistern Street and on to the
traffic lights. 

Cross the A381 at the traffic lights and head back
up on the opposite side. 

Turn right up the steep bridleway, Harper’s Hill, 
opposite Cistern Street, turning half right where the
surface is metalled and then right onto the minor
road at the top of this bridleway. 

Continue along the minor road then turn half right
and downhill into a byway called Jackman’s Lane.
Stop and admire the views to Dartmoor

ALTERNATIVE ROUTE to avoid the steep hill.
Turn right to take a short cut to the old Toll House 
reducing the length by ¾ mile. Re-join route at point 7.

Start your Franklin Totnes Trail walk
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Continue down Jackman’s Lane towards the 
Plymouth Road. 

Caution should be taken crossing the busy Plymouth Road.

Cross the Plymouth Road by a post box, before
turning left and immediately right at Follaton
Cross. Proceed downhill along a minor road signed
to Dartington.

Cross over the railway line passing Lower Copland
Lane on the right. Continue over the hill before
turning right into Copland Lane.

At the T-junction of grassy tracks turn left. 
Continue past allotments on the right and turn
right into Copland Meadows.

Turn right down Barracks’ Hill and then left at the 
T-junction onto the A381 to reach the traffic lights
at the junction with the A385.

Cross at traffic lights, turning right and then left 
before the railway line, along the Totnes Station 
approach road. 
Refreshments and toilet facilities at the station

At station entrance turn left over the zebra crossing
and onto the footpath signed to Dartington. 
This narrow path bends right, then left and 
continues towards the river near the Weir.

Turn right over the second footbridge crossing the
leat in front of the Totnes Hydro Power Scheme
and follow the path alongside the River Dart, 
continuing ahead where it joins the cycleway.

Pass a footbridge to the left, which goes to Totnes
Riverside Station (steam railway) and Rare Breeds
Farm, then pass under the mainline railway bridge
and turn left to continue along the River Dart.

Go under the road bridge and immediately bear
right. Turn left to continue along the River Dart.
Ascend steps at town bridge then turn right to 
return to the start point.

ALTERNATIVE ROUTE major short cut to reduce 
the distance by 4 miles. Turn right at Cistern Street to
head back into Totnes Town centre.

ALTERNATIVE ROUTE to avoid a steep hill and reduce
distance 2 ¾ miles.
Continue down the A381 to the traffic lights. Re-join
route at point 16.

ALTERNATIVE ROUTE turn right into the Follaton Oak
housing estate following the steep path down to 
Follaton House. You may wish to visit the Arboretum 
behind Follaton House. This is a shortcut back into town
along the Plymouth Road.



What you need to know

The River Dart

Panorama across Totnes

Points of Interest on the Trail 
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Totnes Hydropower Scheme

Totnes Riverside Station

The Toll House
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Fishchowter’s Lane

4

The Franklin Totnes Trail is a 6 ¾ mile, waymarked, 
circular walk with several points of interest along the
way, starting in the historical town of Totnes.
• Totnes Riverside Station
• Fishchowter’s Lane
• Totnes Hydropower Scheme 

It should take the average walker 3 to 4 hours to 
complete the walk, but if time is limited there are
options to shorten the walk by:
• ¾ mile 
• 2 ¾ miles 
• 4 miles 

There are public toilets, shops and cafes at points 1
and 16.

While we would describe this walk as moderate it is not
suitable for pushchairs and includes several steep ascents
and 3 major road crossings. 
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